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Fifteen Russian drifters accompanied by the 9b7 ton escort vessel VIPIL^ 
passed through the Kiel Canal on 29 June 1951 coming from Kaliningrad 
enroute to itfovorossiink on t.hp Black Sea. 

zoaIU 

Th^dr^ter^ver^iajg^^^nu^ere^a^foHogsi 
RStra^lerdweren^^dOlLU^, 5E2AVSIIAN and RBA)$ 25X1 C 


3« The VITILf is a converted motor schooner with three masts and two holds 
The ship has a high forecastle and stern and a fairly high 
superstructure in the center® The ship f s captain spoke good 
English* The ship is not over eight years old and was built in Sweden, 

It has a draught of five meters and can attain a speed of 12 Knots. 

Lo The drifters appeared to be seaworthy craft and were each manned by a 
v \ crew of seven to ten men* They were built about a year ago in yards 
' in Stettin, Stralsund, Brandenburg, bismar and Rostock®** They mre 
130-ton craft, about 50 to 60 meters long and had a draugl.it of three 
meters* They were equipped with a 250 II. P* six cylinder engine capable 
of attaining a speed of lL knots. (See attachment) « 

So Although several members of the crows asserted that these were fishing 
craft, the pilot who accompanied the drifters through the Kiel Canal 
openly stated that the boats were considered to be minesweepers® All 
the crew members were Russian and the officers definitely belonged to 
the Russian Navy. The boats were not equipped with davits on the sides for 
otter boards (sic)***. They had no fishing equipment. They wore fitted 
out with ultra short wave, telephonic, direction finding, and echo depth- 
sound! ng equiuront. They corrunicnted i-7lth each other by means of radio 
N \ telephone. The engine room telegraph, helm angle indicator, storm gauges, 
clocks, etc u wore all produced by the People's Owned Plant in Tegel.**** 
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t>„ A platform is built on the stern of the ship with a roller 
installed at the end* A powerful electric winch* with twc 
vjarping e:-ids, is fixed on the aft deck in front of the platform. 

Gallows for trawling are fixed aft on both sides * wuicli arc similar tc 
those which are installed fore cn German fishing craft, Four wires 
were stretched on each. (See attachment) . ho weapons could be observed. 
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Attachment with sketch of a drifter and sketch of the platform on the 
after deck* 25X1 A 

1 Comments A separate report stated that 

n named SKIttFFIN, B0YA , and IDSStfc respectively. 


25X1 A Cement s The Thaelraann T.erft in Brandenburg has been reported 

as BHT^Ingjr^To 3^0 ton drifters which are specially constructed 
for the fishing industry in the Black and Caspian Aeasa 
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Probably rainesveeping equipment * paravanes ) * 
Hot further identified* 
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